Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting
Held at The Satellite Centre Wellington Road Greenfield on
Monday 22nd June 2026

There were present: Cllr. B. Beeley (Chair)
Cllrs. S. Al-Hamdani, H. Bishop, R. Blackmore
A. Duncan, J. Garner, M. Powell. L Thompson, B. Witt, A. Wrigley
1 Member of the Public
Press L Kerwin, Saddleworth Independent

Apologies. Cllrs. Barton, Birchall, L Dawson K. Dawson P Gaul, A Marland, K Phillips, G Sheldon, P Walsh
                             L. Adamson (No apologies given)

3849 Declarations of Interest -  None

3850 To Receive Public Questions – None Received

3851 Chair’s Urgent Business
Cllr. Beeley stated that the Annual Yorkshire Day would not be taking place in the original
format this year. She called upon Cllr. Powell, who was involved with the organisation to clarify. Cllr. Powell informed members that the Yorkshire Day would still take place on 2nd August
The wreath would still be placed around the statue of Ammon Wrigley, the declaration would be read and a band to entertain. There would be no procession through the village and no fair held in the playing field. Instead of the fair in the playing fields, negotiations were taking place with the organisers of the Markets held at the Canal Marina, to hold a market on that date with a Yorkshire Day theme. Hopefully next year would return to the original format.

3852 Correspondence – Letter from Debbie Abrahams MP regarding a Banking Hub for Saddleworth
A copy of the letter from Debbie Abrahams MP had been circulated to members and the Chair asked for any comments on the content of the letter. Cllr. Garner stated that we should take up the offer of further assistance from Ms. Abrahams.
It was suggested that we contact the Link to request a review the Parish Council’s call for a hub for the whole of Saddleworth and emphasise that face to face banking was a much needed requirement along with a request for 24 hour access to cash. .. The lack of a 24 hour cash dispenser in the Lees area was discussed, as the only cash machine available was not in use and the nearest  alternative for this facility was in Greenfield or Oldham. This was proposed by Cllr. Duncan and seconded by Cllr. Blackmore. A vote was taken, all ion favour.

3853 To approve and confirm as a correct record the Draft Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held on 18th May 2026
The Minutes were approved. Proposed by Cllr. Al-Hamdani, seconded by Cllr. Garner.. All in favour.,

3854 To note the Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting held on 13th April 2026
The Minutes were noted. Proposed Cllr. Al-Hamdani, seconded b y Cllr. Blackmore
All in Favour

3855 To note the Minutes of the Strategic Planning committee Meeting held on 30th April 2026
Thee were no Minutes available as the Clerk was away and only notes were taken.
Cllr. Al-Hamdani i to check his notes and have these available for the next meeting.

3856 To note the Minutes of the Planning committee Meeting held on 5th May 2026
The Minutes were noted. Proposed Cllr. Bishop, Seconded Cllr. Garner. All in favour

3857 To note the Minutes of the Extraordinary Staffing Committee Meeting held on 27th May 2026
Recruitment for the position of Administrator were going well, with 19 application packs sent out.
The Minutes were Noted. Proposed Cllr. Thompson, Seconded Cllr. Blackmore

3858 To note the Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 1st June 2026
The Minutes were noted. Proposed Cllr. Bishop, Seconded Cllr. Garner. All in favour

3859. To note the Minutes of the Traffic and Transport Committee meeting held on 4th June 2026
Cllr. Duncan requested that his name be added to the attendance list for this meeting
It was reported that the junction of Huddersfield Road and Platting road at the Star Inn had seem some improvements, but a site meeting to be held and Cllr. Garth Harkness, Oldham councillor be asked to attend.
The shrub planted in front of Delph Library was causing problems affecting the site lines entering into the village. It was reported that this was a temporary measure and would be dealt with
The speed signs in Delph are difficult to read because of overgrown foliage. This matter has been reported to Highways Oldham, but to date no response has been received
It was suggested that Count-[Down Markers be in place when approaching a speed zones
Cllr. Al-Hamdani informed the meeting that there were set legal costs for placing the signs individually, but costs would be reduced if these were all done together,.
Proposed Cllr. Beeley, Seconded Cllr. Powell. All ion  favour

3860 To note the Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting held on 18ith June 2026
Cllr. Al-Hamdani explained that the Minutes of this meeting and the following item (3861) would be
Available in approximately two weeks.

3861 To receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Report 2025-2026.
AGAR Section 1 -  to approve and sign the Annual Governance Statement for 2025-2026
AGAR Section 2 – to consider, approve and sign the Accounting Statements for 2025-2026
Cllr. Al-Hamdani reported that these documents would be available in approximately two weeks.
He stated that we need to have a resolution to ensure that these documents are produced on time.
A statement has been produced stating that the documents are late and whilst no sanctions have been in place we must publicise the documents as soon as possible. Cllr. Al-Hamdani did state that whilst the lateness was not a significant issue and this is a situation that is far worse in other Parish Councils, we must strive to be 100% compliant
Cllrs agreed that measures should be taken to monitor how the situation is managed and how to constructively prevent documents being late in future years. It was agreed that a meeting take place with the Chair of the Staffing committee, the Chair of Finance and the Clerk

3862. Accounts for Payment
.A question was raised regarding the payment of Mileage for travel to a Civic Function which was itemised on the SPC Payments list. Cllr. Beeley stated that this item should have been paid from the Chairman’s Allowance and not Parish funds.

Also raised on the Income  Accounts for Payment, was a part payment for the Grappling event held at the Civic Hall.. it was explained that the organiser paid his bill by instalments before the event took place. The Accounts were proposed for approval by Cllr. thompson, Seconded b y Cllr. Garner




3863. Update on Network Rail Enquiry
Since the enquiry began, Councillors who had attended the meeting felt that the items discussed were biased on the side of Network Rail, with councillors not allowed to speak, but have to pout everything in writing and they are not being given enough time to put their views forward. Several matters have been found to be incorrect or unfinished with footpath maps incorrectly drawn and not showing the full impact of the work to be done.

There will be a large amount of work on the railway lines which cannot be carried out by equipment on the track, so road closures will be inevitable if this plant and machinery is to be used on nearby roads. It was asked if some of this work could be carried out throughout the night to lessen the time the roads would be closed.

Some parts of the work would have to be constructed near to the railway lines, and some sort of written guarantee must be given that the sites used will be restored again once the work was completed.. It was understood that there is to be a final face to face, round the table meeting towards the end of the enquiry and every effort be made to ensure that SPC are present at this meeting.
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